
Follow passerine subspecific taxonomy in Handbook of 
the Western Palearctic Birds #66 
 

In the astounding masterpiece Handbook of the Western Palearctic Birds (HWPB) published 
2018, Hadoram Shirihai and Lars Svensson meticulously review taxa of all passerines in WP, 
breeding birds as well as vagrants. Quite a few revisions were made, mostly by lumping 
subspecies. In general HWPB follows the 75% rule in delimiting subspecies. 

As there probably won’t be another such a thorough review in years to come, and as there 
haven’t been one for several years, in this proposal we strongly recommend AviList to, in 
almost all cases, follow the subspecies taxonomy of HWPB. There are a few exceptions, 
mainly concerning subspecies that have been lumped, split or newly described in studies 
published after the release of HWPB. Furthermore, a few taxa only briefly examined and 
belonging to vagrants in WP are also omitted here. 

Due to the sheer amount of revisions, we chose to deliver the suggestions as part of a 
compound list rather than in separate proposals. In the attached file; 
(WP_Passerine_ssp_revision_following_HWPB_ver_ Feb 8_2026.xlsx) you will find the 
following for each relevant case: 

• Action and rationale in HWPB 
• Whether or not eBird/Clements recognize 
• Proposed action and rationale in AviList 
• Proposed updated ranges 

The subspecies are placed in five groups: 
(1) included in AviList 1.0 but not in HWPB (but see (4)). This group is separated into two, (a) 
for the absolute majority of cases where HWPB is followed, (b) for a few cases where later 
studies contradict HWPB, prompting proposed tabling action. 
(2) included in HWPB, not in AviList 1.0. Same subgroups here, (a) and (b) 
(3) subspecies in AviList 1.0 described post HWPB. Differences compared to HWPB are 
therefore not considered. 
(4) subspecies not considered as they pertain to vagrant species in WP or the lump/split 
does not affect a WP action. 

In this proposal, we have asked the members of RAG-Palearctic to take a position on the 
following (yes/no): 

• In general follow HWPB (as in this pre-proposal) or not. 
• Follow this compound process or not (the alternative being case-by-case). 
• Accept the pre-proposal as a whole or exempt certain taxa. If the latter, which taxa 

and why? 

RAG-Pal voting: 
All nine members of RAG-Pal has voted YES to this proposal. 
(Gustav Asplund, Erling Jirle, Manuel Schweizer, Markus Lagerqvist, Martin Stervander, 
Pierre-André Crochet, Min Zhao and Paul James Leader). 
 
Submitted by: Gustav Asplund, Erling Jirle. 
Date of proposal: April 23, 2026. 


