Motacillidae: Recognize subspecies Anthus similis travancoriensis Ripley,
1953

Avilist has synonymised Anthus similis travancoriensis Ripley, 1953 (Type locality: Road to
Muthukuzhi, Ashambu hills, S Tamil Nadu) with Anthus similis similis (Jerdon, 1840) (Type locality:
Jalna, Maharashtra) based on the base-taxonomy used for Avilist subspecies (=IOC). IOC probably
followed Alstrom & Mild (2003), which do not recognise this subspecies. However, Clements do
recognise travancoriensis and so does H&M4 and BLI. The request here is to accept the status quo -
rather than follow only the IOC. This has not been previously assessed by TaxCom.

Notes on Indian Birds, V 3

Diagnosis: From similis similis of Bombay, Mysore, and Madras,
this form differs in being uniformly darker above and below
and with a much larger area of dark brown on the nner
web of the penultimate tail feathers. The feathers of the
upper surface are clove-brown edged, in fresh plumage,
with dark tawny-olive, Below, this population is einnamon
rather than buff. The edgings to the outer tail feathers are
darker, tawny-olive rather than wood-brown. In size there
seems to be no difference.

Measurements: Type—wing 89.5, tail 75.5, culmen 17.5 mm.
A male molting into fresh post-juvenal plumage is too small
to measure,

Remarks: These specimens are so much darker than any other
pipit belonging to the species found in India that T cannot
understand how the single Travancore bird mentioned in
the Ornithological Survey of that State (1936, Jouve,
Bosmpay Nar. Hisr. Soc., 38:764) was not commented upon
nt least, Were it not for the similarity in plumage patiern
with similis and the locality, it would be easy to confuse
these birds with one of the dark African forms. In this
connection it is worth pointing out that in the specimens
of travancoriensis examined, there is an important difference
from typical similis. Baker (op. cit., p. 278) in his key to
the Indian pipits, separates trivialis, hodgsoni, and sordidus

= similis) from nilghiriensis on the basis of a very small

pale tip to the inner web of the penultimate tail feather. The
specimens of fravancoriensis have large pale tips, nearly
or more than a third of the total length of the tail. Of
course they differ from nilghiriensis in the uniform tone
to the plumage.

Ripley (1953): 3 Original Description



https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/lobpip1/
https://www.aviansystematics.org/checklist?viewfamilies=195#footnote_82
https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/historic/hbw/lobpip1/1.0/introduction
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/40256#page/192/mode/1up
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n=>5). Probably smaller than jerdoni, but sample too
small to be conclusive (cf. MEASUREMENTS). Juv-
enile shows distinctly darker centres above than
Juvenile decaptus, differs from juvenile Paddyfield
Pipit by same characters as juvenile yamethini. We
tentatively include ‘fravancoriensis’ (ranging from
the Ashambu hills north probably to the Palni hills:
Ripley 1953, Ali & Ripley 1998), said to differ from
similis in being “uniformly darker above and below”,
“cinnamon rather than buff” on the underparts,
and in having edgings of outer rectrices “darker,
tawny olive rather than wood-brown” and “a much
larger area of dark brown on the inner web of the

Alstrom & Mild (2003):205 statement was tentative, probably not enough specimens were sampled.

However, Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) statement was definitive to keep it separate.

hindclaw, nole (at most) scarcely sireaked breast but relatively dark
underparis, weakly streaked back, and buffy to rufous outer rectrices;
lacks streaked flanks of Nilgiri. Relatively shorter-legged than Richard's
group. Sexes similar. Juvenile has scaly upperparis and breast and is
very like juvenile Richard's in pattemn but not shape, Variation Marked.
Varies from nearly as pale and greyish as Tawny in NW decaptus to dark
and rufescent above and buif or cinnamon below in widespread N jerdoni
and S Peninsular nominate and fravancoriensis; travancoriensis perhaps
most heavily streaked, which are dark and heavily and distinctly streaked.
Size (NW decaptus', Himalayan jerdoni®, W Ghats travancoriensis®)
Length (") 160-180, %) 154165, (%) 146-162; head () 39-42, (%) 3841,
(%) 40-42; tail (') 89-92, (?) 83-93, (°) 79-84; hindclaw (') 9-12.

Rasmussen & Anderton (2012):319 recognised this subspecies clearly




Muthukuzhi, Ashambu Hills
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Fig 1. The distribution range of Long-billed Pipit in Peninsular India from Birds of the world showing
type localities of similis (red) and travancoriensis (yellow) respectively (Jalna and Muthukuzhi) and
the generally accepted break in subspecies distribution. However, Nilgiris, just immediately north of
that line, is the zone of intergradation.



https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/lobpip1
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Fig 2. Distribution of Long-billed Pipit in Peninsular India from eBird

There does not seem to be any doubt about this treatment if one compares photographs (of the adults)
in the Macaulay Library ([1] & [2]) from the northern Western Ghats (Mumbai & Jalna has same
latitude) and from southern Western Ghats (Thiruvananthapuram and Ashambu hills has same latitude)
- that the southern birds are generally much richer, more heavily streaked, and would easily meet the
75% criteria (Amadaon 1949). Colour tones are dependent on camera and light, and hence best not
compared from field photographs.


https://ebird.org/map/lobpip1

[1] The nominate Long-billed Pipit from Palghar, north-western Maharashtra that lies in the same
latitude as the type location. Photo: Dattaprasad Naik


https://macaulaylibrary.org/asset/648484259
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[2] The travancoriensis Long-billed Pipit from Ponmudi, southern Kerala that lies in the same latitude
as the type locality. Photo: Sreya S Kumar

However, like most subspecies, there is a cline in the Western Ghats as the proportion of the darker
individuals increases as one sample south from Jalna, most prominent in the Nilgiris of NW Tamil
Nadu. However, still the birds from south of the Palakkad gap can be safely assigned to this subspecies
while the birds in the Western Ghats, from north of the gap, like in Wayanad, are closer to the birds in
Karnataka, which is the nominate. In this case at least, the Tropical Asian RAG thinks the burden of
proof should rest with the IOC, which decided to synonymize travancoriensis with similis.
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